[Prognostic factors in rectal cancer].
After surgical resection of rectal carcinoma the R (residual tumor) classification and pTNM are independent prognostic factors. In patients with residual tumor, presence or absence of distant metastases influences prognosis. The pTNM-defined stage and substage is of prognostic influence for patients without residual tumor. In a study of 597 patients multivariate analysis was used to identify additional prognostic factors for individual substages. Similar studies on larger patient material are needed for further clarification of these prognostic factors.